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	WORLD HERITAGE SITES IN HUNGARY – TOKAJ 
	9/2008

special

	Magyar Posta began presenting the world heritage sites in Hungary on stamps in 2002. On the list of Hungarian world heritage sites the historic wine region of Tokaj features as a cultural landscape. 
The wine region itself has enjoyed protection since 1737, when a royal decree declared it to be a controlled wine region, the first in the world. As a consequence of this, wine in the region has been produced within the confines of strict laws for almost 3 centuries. In the deep, ancient wine cellars of the characteristic estates, farms, villages and small towns every phase of the production of Tokaj wine can be followed. The distinct vinicultural tradition that evolved over the last one thousand years and survives intact to the present, and the unity of the wine region that has lasted for a millennium justified Tokaj’s inclusion on the World Heritage list. The area has unique qualities from both geo-historical and geographical aspects. The outstanding quality of the white wine of the Tokaj-Hegyalja region, aszú dessert wine, is due to the unique and especially fortunate encounter of favourable 
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	factors such as natural features and varieties grown, and human aspects such as the culture of winemaking. The wine region is deservedly a World Heritage site. (Source: www.vilagorokseg.hu) The stamp design shows a view of one of Hungary’s World Heritage sites, the Tokaj historic wine region. In the foreground of the stamp there is the row of cellars from Tolcsva, with characteristic landscape in the middle ground, and in the distance the chapel on Terézia Hill among the vineyards of Tarcal. A detail of a view of Tokaj features on the first day cover and the special postmark.

	Order code:
	2008090010011/stamp
	Perforated size:
	33.33 x 45 mm, 50 stamps/sheet

	
	2008090060012/FDC
	Number of copies:
	300,000 

	Date of issue:
	16 May 2008
	Printed by
	Pénzjegynyomda Zrt

	Face value: 
	HUF 290 
	Designed by
	Pál Varga

	

	NATIONAL PARKS – ŐRSÉG
	10/2008

special

	Magyar Posta has been featuring Hungary’s national parks on stamps since 1998. The series helps discover the features of the landscape of the national parks, showing typical examples of their flora and fauna, and the portrait of a scientist researching the area. 
In the south-western corner of Vas county there is a beautiful area interspersed with woods and groves, where the conquering Magyars established guards to protect the western gateway, hence the name of the region, Őrség, meaning garrison. On 1 March 2002 Hungary’s tenth national park was created from the Őrség Nature Conservation Area. The Őrség National Park includes the areas of Őrség, the Wend Region, the valley of the river Rába and
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	the area of the Szentgyörgy Valley. There are 44 towns and villages within its total area of 44,000 hectares. (Source: http://hu.wikipedia.org ) The stamp shows a view of the landscape typical of the Őrség National Park, the bird characteristic of the area, the Crossbill, and the region’s flower of outstanding beauty, the Lemon Lily, alongside the portrait of the scientist and ornithologist, István Chernel. The design of the first day cover and the special postmark is of the distinctive landscape of Őrség.

	Order code:
	2008100010011/stamp
	Perforated size:
	45 x 28.33 mm, 50 stamps/sheet

	
	2008100060012/FDC
	Number of copies:
	300,000 

	Date of issue:
	16 May 2008
	Printed by
	Pénzjegynyomda Zrt

	Face value: 
	HUF 220 
	Designed by
	Pál Varga

	

	EUROPEAN FOOTBALL CHAMPIONSHIP
	11/2008

special

	Magyar Posta is marking the European Football Championship, jointly organised by Austria and Switzerland between 7 and 29 June 2008, by issuing a special stamp. 
The European Football Championship, held every 4 years, is the most important event for football in Europe and UEFA, which has been delighting fans since 1960. Until 1976 only the 4 best teams took part in the championship, which grew to 8 in 1980, and 16 in 1996, and is likely to be expanded to 24 in 2016. The qualifying rounds for the 2008 championship started in August 2006. 50 teams in 7 groups competed to get through to the finals. The 16 countries vying for the title of champions are Austria, Croatia, Czech Republic, France, Germany, Greece, Italy, Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Russia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland and Turkey. (Source: http://hu.wikipedia.org)
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	The stamp features a part of a football pitch, the corner arc at the junction of the goal- and touchlines decorated with the yellow corner flag, and the national flags of the two host countries. The first day cover shows a football pitch, while the main motif of the special postmark is a combination of an edelweiss and a football. 

	Order code:
	2008110010011/stamp
	Perforated size:
	30 x 40 mm, 50 stamps/sheet
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	2008110060012/FDC
	Number of copies: 
	350,000 
	

	Date of issue:
	16 May 2008
	Printed by
	Állami Nyomda Nyrt
	

	Face value: 
	HUF 250 
	Designed by
	András Dina
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