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Magyar Posta celebrates the XXIX Summer Olympic Games between 8-24 August 2008 by issuing a three denomination set of stamps. 

Beijing was chosen to host the XXIX Summer Olympics at the 112th session of the International Olympic Committee in Moscow on 13 July 2001. The Chinese capital made a bid to host the Summer Olympics in 2000, but on that occasion Sydney was chosen. 
205 nations are expected to line up for the opening ceremony before competing in 28 sports and 302 events. Most events will be held in Beijing, but a few competitions will be arranged in other cities: sailing in Qingdao, riding in Hong Kong, and football in Qinhuangdao, Shanghai, Shenyang and Tianjin.

The Hungarian Olympic Committee is one of Hungary’s oldest organisations, which was founded in 1895. It directs the Hungarian Olympic movement as a body of major public benefit, and it has the exclusive right to represent the Olympic movement in Hungary and to use the Olympics symbols, the five rings, the motto and the word Olympic. Among its most important tasks is the nomination of Hungarian sportswomen and -men for the summer and winter Olympiads, and the supervision and management of the Olympic team during the games. According to the official website of the Committee, 39 sportsmen and 21 sportswomen as well as women’s and men’s water polo teams (each with 13 players) and the women’s handball team with 15 players obtained the right to take part in the Beijing Olympic Games by 30 March 2008. In addition, in athletics and swimming 19 qualified on level “A” and 21 on level “B”.  
Through the release of the stamps, Magyar Posta celebrates the Olympic Games and the successful participation of the Hungarian sportsmen and -women. On the stamps of the set water polo, wrestling and fencing are represented using simplified graphic compositions emphasising the essence of movement on a background inspired by Chinese watercolour technique. On the first day cover there is a detail of a fan, matching the colours and graphics of the stamps. The special postmark is the stylised drawing of a Chinese fan.  
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	Order code:
	2008040050311/stamp set

	
	2008040060012/FDC

	Date of issue:
	16 April 2008
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	Total face value: 
	HUF 340
	

	Perforated size:
	40 x 30 mm, 50 stamps/sheet
	

	Number of copies: 
	500,000 
	

	Printed by
	Állami Nyomda Nyrt.
	

	Designed by
	Orsolya Kara 
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